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Even among today's back-to-basics foodie fads, microwave ovens retain
their presence in almost every American home. From reheating leftovers
to quickly heating water, the convenience they offer is a major time-saver.

But if you're only using your microwave to heat food, read on. There are

other things to do with your microwave that you may not have known
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1. Remove a stamp. Philatelists can easily remove stamps stuck onto

paper. Simply put a few drops of water on the stamp and microwave it for

10 to 15 seconds, advises Popular Mechanics. This method is also handy

for removing kids' stickers.

2. Turn soft taco shells into crunchy ones. Want to feel the crunch? lgzxrtigi::\t’:i;t?::; x
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3. Refresh pastries. Don't let stale doughnuts go to waste, says
HouseholdHacker. Put each doughnut in the microwave for 10 to 12
seconds, and they will emerge bakery soft.

4. Increase juice output from citrus. Next time you're getting ready
to juice an orange or lemon, microwave it for 20 to 30 seconds before
squeezing or machine juicing. The fruit will be softer and produce more
juice, LOLWOT states.

5. Sanitize glass. Putting water into a glass container and heating it in a
microwave for two minutes will kill germs without overheating the glass,
says MSN. This method is often used to sterilize mason jars and baby
bottles.

6. Clean the microwave. Did you know microwaves are self-cleaning
ovens? Simply squeeze some lemon juice into a microwave-safe bowl of
water, and drop the lemon halves into the bowl. Run the microwave for
four to five minutes and let the hot water and citric acid do their thing.
Remove the bowl and wipe everything clean. Watch this HouseholdHacker
video to see how easy it is.

7. Sterilize gardening soil. Gardeners occasionally want to sterilize soil
to eliminate diseases, weed seeds and pests. Gardening Know How
recommends microwaving two pounds of moist soil in a ventilated
microwave-safe container for 9o seconds to two and-a-half minutes,
depending on wattage.

8. Make a hot compress or heating pad. A wet towel or cloth in the
microwave for one minute makes a quick compress, notes LOLWOT. A
tied-off tube sock filled with uncooked rice is a reusable heating pad,
according to Popular Mechanics; after warming in the microwave (perhaps
with some lavender oil) it's the perfect shape to soothe any sore muscle.

9. Remove gum. Microwaving some vinegar for one minute and then
applying it to stuck-on gum will remove it quickly, advises MSN.

10. Take the sting out of onions. Don't cry! Cut just the ends off the
onion, and microwave it for 30 seconds, says HouseholdHacker, and you'll
be able to chop the rest of the vegetable without shedding a tear.

11. Sanitize sponges. Sponges are germ-free after 60 seconds in a
microwave; just saturate them with water first. (Adding a little
dishwashing liquid or lemon juice is optional.) Scientists at Good
Housekeeping found that this method killed 99.9 percent of household
germs.

Finally, a note about the safety of microwave ovens versus conventional
ovens. It is important to know that microwaves cannot pass through the
metal caging of the appliance nor the specially treated glass in the door, so
there should be no radiation leakage from a clean, unaltered oven. As a
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to step away from their appliance when it is on.

Microwaves are more than just convenient reheating tools. Why not
harness their energy-efficient power to help with other household tasks?
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Please share this article and tell us about the surprising ways in which you
use your microwave.
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Use these 7+ natural remedies to get rid of gas
Gas can be downright embarrassing if after a meal you feel the need to burp loudly.
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Tomatoes can get rid of your spider veins? 6+ home remedy myths

Spider veins are an unsightly network of reddish-purple veins that generally appear in the legs. What
can you do to get rid of them?
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You know coconut oil is good for you, but here's what you didn't know

Coconut oil is often touted for its many health benefits, but...
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Man goes blind in 1 eye after making a mistake that many people make
every day

The man assumed the itching was caused by allergies, but the agitation was actually caused by ...
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He Places A Bar Of Soap In The Microwave, But You Won't Expect The
Outcome

After two minutes on high heat, the door swings open and here comes the reveal.
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Woman combs through her hair, pulls out something revolting

This may be one of the most disgusting things I've ever seen.
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Dad posts photo of baby's first bath - woman noticed something that
scared her

A baby girl's face after her first bath says it all, but one commenter on Reddit noticed something that
raised the alarm of the parents.
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Toddler tells parents someone is talking to him at night. Mom makes
horrifying find

A 3-year-old boy living in Washington received quite the scare when he started hearing a voice talk to
him at night. After telling his parents, Mom was shocked at what she found.
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Many people aren't able to solve this math problem. What about you?

Math. One of the most dreaded subjects in school. Now, it comes back to haunt all of us. We should be
able to solve a 6th grade-level problem, right?
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He Sticks A Potato Chip Bag In The Microwave. Seconds Later? I Can't
Believe It

In 2005, a YouTube video about the results of combining Diet Coke and Mentos went viral. The video,
which featured a geyser of Coca Cola, immediately became a hit.
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